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Welcome to English 9! 
Course Overview, Classroom Expectations, & Grading Policy 

 
Course Description: 
Welcome to English 9! In this course, we will study literary forms in conjunction with the developmental foundational language 
art skills. Students will examine critical elements of fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry. We will focus on refining organization 
and clarity of expression in critical writing, writing mechanics and usage, vocabulary skills, and grammar. In addition, all ninth 
grade students will complete a comprehensive research assignment, the Freshman Research Paper, as a course requirement. Your 
first year as a high school English student will be one of exploration and excitement. I’m looking forward to a positive and 
productive year of learning! 
 
Required Materials: 
—Laptop (in class every day) 
—1 inch binder with 6 dividers labeled Literature, Grammar, Vocabulary, FRP, Writing, AOW (Article of the Week) 
—Be sure to have some loose leaf paper in your binder for assignments/notes we do without your laptop 
—Pen/pencil and highlighter 
—Bring the novel we are reading to class every day 
 
 

Course Objectives: 
All ninth grade English students at Needham High School will be expected to meet the following expectations by the end of the 
year. This course is designed to meet these objectives through our class activities and assignments. 
 
Students will be able to: 

• demonstrate an understanding of literary elements in a variety of genres, particularly in “coming of age” 
works. 
• demonstrate basic literary analysis and interpretation skills. 
• demonstrate creative, personal, and critical essay writing skills using various strategies to generate and 
organize their ideas, to draft and revise clear, focused, coherent compositions, and to evaluate their own writing. 
• demonstrate the ability to gather, evaluate, use, and document information from a variety of sources. 
• acquire new vocabulary and use it correctly. 
• demonstrate appropriate speaking, listening, and presentation skills. 

 

Classroom Expectations: 
 

BE RESPECTFUL: Be respectful of all learners at all times. This includes peers, teachers,  

BE PREPARED: Bring materials to class everyday, including the book(s) we are reading/discussing, your laptop, and your 
binder. Being prepared for class is an important part of active and positive class participation. 

BE ON TIME: Class starts when the bell rings. Remember, every tardiness is recorded and if you arrive more than 10 minutes 
late, you will receive a cut for that class. 

Please see attendance rules in your Student Handbook.  



BATHROOM POLICY: Please use the bathroom before coming to class. If you need to go, please raise your hand and ask to 
go at an appropriate time. You must use the sign-out sheet by the door. Only one student at a time may be out of the room.  

CELL PHONE POLICY: Cell phones may NOT be used in class. Keep them off and put away! There will be times when I 
explicitly give permission to listen to music/be on your cell phones, but if I do not give explicit permission and you are on your 
device, you will hand over your cell phone for the remainder of the class period. Refusal will cost you participation points for the 
quarter. 

MISCELLANEOUS: No food during class. Beverages are permitted in a closed container. Please throw away your trash and put 
recycling in the blue bin. Please do not write on the desks.  

 
Curriculum and Books: 
One of the reasons we read is to acquire a stronger understanding of ourselves and the world around us. That being said, Spark 
Notes, Cliff Notes, and other websites simply do not give justice to the richness of the texts we will be reading this year, so 
please do not use these websites as replacements for the assigned readings. You can expect to be assigned approximately 20-25 
pages of reading per night. I will give frequent reading quizzes on the content of the reading.  
 
 
 
Tentative list of texts for the year (not in this order): 
—Tuesdays with Morrie (Mitch Albom) —A Separate Peace (John Knowles) 
—To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper Lee) —The Color of Water (James McBride) 
—Of Mice and Men (John Steinbeck) —Night (Elie Wiesel) 
—The Secret Life of Bees (Sue Mon Kidd) —Romeo and Juliet (William Shakespeare) 
—A Raisin in the Sun (Lorainne Hansberry) —The Curious Incident of the Dog in the — Selected poems 
for our poetry unit Nighttime (Mark Haddon) 
 
Writing: 
You will be assigned several writing assignments throughout the course of the year. Many of these will be short, informal pieces 
completed in class or for homework. For longer writing assignments, we will spend time in class brainstorming, editing, and 
revising. All processed writing assignments should be double-spaced, 12-pt. Font, and Times New Roman. Each writing 
assignment should have the following heading in the top left corner: 
 
First & last name                                                    Alex Brown 
Teacher Ms. Augusto 
Class English 9B 
Date 2 September 2017 
 
Research Paper: 
During the second half of the year, students will demonstrate an understanding of research skills and processes by completing the 
freshman research paper, a graduation requirement for all ninth grade students. This research paper will focus on literary analysis 
as students examine the various factors that influence an author’s writing. The research process will take 1-2 months with a 
culminating 5-6 page paper with 5-6 sources. I will give students a great deal of support along the way, as the process will be 
broken down into several manageable steps. 
 
Grammar: 
We will be reviewing grammar concepts this year. We will start the year with a pre-test to get a sense of what you already know. 
Then, we will spend class time reviewing parts of speech, types of sentences, punctuation, and homophones. At the end of the 
year we will take a post-test to measure your learning. 
 



Vocabulary: 
We will also be learning new vocabulary words throughout the year (words will be taken from the books we’re reading). 
 
Digital Citizenship & Student Support: 
In our class we will be using Google Apps for Education, including Google Classroom.  Along with the great ease of sharing 
comes the great responsibility of making ethical choices online.  Students should not Google-share their work with other students 
unless explicitly granted permission to do so.  If students share their work with a tutor, a parent, or another teacher, they should 
share the document “to comment,” and the other person can make suggestions using the commenting feature in Google.  Any 
edits done in a student paper should be completed by the student himself or herself.  Such precautions should help ensure 
the integrity of student work. 
 

Grading Policy: 
In English 9 your progress and performance will be assessed in many different ways. In order to achieve success, you will need to 
stay on top of deadlines. It is your responsibility to hand all work in on time. Your work must be your own, and you should not 
share your work with any other students. Assignments are to be completed individually unless otherwise instructed. Students who 
copy others’ work, or allow their work to be copied, will receive a zero on that assignment. 
 
Assessments in English 9 are divided into categories: 
Major Grades Minor Grades 
—essays —homework 
—creative writing/research projects —classwork 
—oral presentations —quizzes 
—tests —preparation and presentation 
 
All work will be assigned a point value, which can then be translated to a percentage. While major grades carry more weight than 
minor grades, all work counts as part of your final average for the term. The grading scale below shows how percentages convert 
to letter grades as outlined in the Needham High School Student Handbook: 
 
A 93-100 C 73-76 
A- 90-92 C- 70-72 
B+ 87-89 D+ 67-69 
B 83-86 D 63-66 
B- 80-82 D- 60-62 
C+ 77-79 F Below 60 and failing 
 
Assignment Policy:  
All assignments must be handed in at the beginning of the class period on the day they are due. Work that is handed in late may 
receive partial credit. However, if the assignment is going to be part of class work on the day it is due, there will be no 
opportunity for partial credit. In general, late assignments will lose one letter grade for each day late. All assignments must 
include the heading as outlined in the Writing section of this document. 
 
Preparation and Participation:  
You are expected to come to class prepared each day. This means you must bring your laptop, English binger, as well as the book 
we are currently reading. You must also be sure to have a working pen/pencil and highlighter with you each day. You are 
expected to be an active listener and participant in class. 
 
Absence:  
It is your responsibility after any absence to check google calendar/classroom to see what you missed and to check in with Ms. 
Augusto when you return. If you have an excused absence from class, your assignment is due on the day you return. You will 



also be expected to make-up quizzes and tests when you return from school after excused absences. You must get any class notes 
that you missed. If you know that you will be out of school for any reason, please speak with Ms. Augusto ahead of time.  
 
Please ask questions! You are welcome to come and see me before or after school in room 719! (Because I teach in two 
classrooms, if I am not in 719 I will be in 721.) 
 


